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coarBO temperament If w<.j may trust the Earl of
Devonshire's omphatic statement, made some twenty-five
years later to King James, this marriage was not to
the niind of the lady, Ho says that Penelope, "being
in the power of her friends, was married against her will
unto one against whom she did protest at the solemnity
ami over after; between whom, from the very first day,
there ensued continual discord, although the same fears
that forced her to marry constrained her to live with
him/7 I may hero remind my readers of her subsequent
history. During her husband's lifetime she left him and
became the tnistrosfl of Sir Charles Blount, to whom she
bore three children out of wedlock. He advanced to
the peerage with the inherited title of Lord Mountjoy,
and was later on created Earl of Devonshire; while
Lady Kieh, in spite of her questionable conduct, re-
ceived, by patent, the dignity and precedence of the
most ancient Earldom of Essex. Having been divorced
from Lord Bich, she was afterwards at liberty to marry
her lover; and in, 1605 she became the Countess of
Devonshire, James refused to countenance the nuptials.
He had tolerated the previous illicit connection. But his
opinions upon divorce made him regard its legalisation
with indignant horroh Stella died, in 1607 a disgraced
woman, her rights of wifehood and widowhood remain-
ing unrecognised.

In the course of the summer (1,580), Leicester left his
retirement and returned to Court It was understood
that though still not. liking the French match, he would
in future offer no opposition to the queen's wishes ; and
on those terms lie induced Philip also to . make his
peace with her Majesty. We find him, accordingly,

utate, and a large portion of his owncal disputes between the shepherds of the happym good unto Thee, vex
